Equally necessary is it to the surgeon to attend to the influence of pregnancy op those diseases, which are said to appertain to his sphere; he would be unwilling for example to perform any serious operation, which did not require to be done immediately, or he would at least be prepared for the
important is the duty of possessing an intimate acquaintance with every possible occurrence which can change or modify our opinions; and, unfortunately, on no theme of medical science is there more ambiguity and greater discrepancy of sentiments, than on the diagnosis of the pregnant state. True it is, that, even with the willing and rational assistance of the patient herself, the signs are sometimes so obscure and perplexingly variable, as to defy all confident assertion, and we are fairly obliged to confess that time alone can solve the problem; little wonder it is then, that the difficulties are ten-fold increased, when we have to combat with wilful deceit and false assertion on the one hand, or with the self-created imaginings of a longing fancy on the other. We must exercise all our tact and address in drawing out one particle of truth from the heap of lies or of nonsense which may be crammed into our ears ; and nothing more strikingly exhibits the lynx-eyed sagacity of the skilful physician, and the rash forwardness of the impudent pretender, than the different conduct of the two upon such an occasion. Mauriceau tells us of a horrible case, which occurred in Paris in the year 1 666. A woman was executed, although she swore that she was several months gone with child ; the subject was referred by the judge to some persons, who were appointed to visit her. They reported that she was not pregnant?" because she had her monthly courses." On dissection, a fourmonths' foetus was found in utero !! From the almost unanimous opinions of accoucheurs of the present day, we are, therefore, bound to admit the possibility of the catamenia flowing for one, or for several successive periods, after impregnation; and our own experience confirms its accuracy. It has been said by some, that such discharges are not truly menstrual, but rather sanguineous, proceeding from the rupture of small vessels about the neck of the womb, and different authors have proposed means to distinguish the one sort from the other.
We are told of one eminent accoucheur, who placed so much dependance upon his knowledge of the sensible properties of the genuine catamenia, that he was in the habit of having towels sent to him from considerable distances, in order that he might distinguish the nature of the discharge from the stains.
It has often indeed appeared to us rather singular, that women themselves should seldom or never be aware that there is any difference between the stains left by the menstrual flow, and those left by blood. We have often inquired of them, but never met with one who seemed to know that they were different; and the very custom of females resorting to the expedient of staining their linen with blood, for the purpose of deception (a deception which very often succeeds with their own sex), is another proof of it. As the menstrual fluid contains little or no fibrine, it does not properly coagulate, and, consequently, does not stiffen linen as blood does. Capuron says?" il faut exiger, alors, que les parties soient lavees avec l'eau tiede;? si le sang ne reparait pas, le cas est suspect." But we have heard of tricks of science to baffle this test; one of these is, to let a stream of blood flow into a cup of boiling water, and then to use this fluid as the dye?and another, which, by the bye, we accidentally discovered, when making some experiments on the action of different chemical agents on fresh-drawn blood, consists in dropping strong liquor ammoniae into it. The following short notice we marked down at the time :?" The ammonia immediately caused the blood to assume a much darker colour throughout; only at the edges and on the sides of the cup, when it was inclined, it exhibited a pale redness ; it also became thinner, and might be well compared to what is called ' sanious gore.' Six hours afterwards, the blood presented much the same appearance?it shewed no signs of separation into serum and clot, but remained quite fluid, dark coloured, and tinging the inside of the cup with a pale reddish layer. When linen was stained with it, the spots resembled a good deal those from the menstrual discharge."
Although, however, we may be assisted somewhat in distinguishing the two sorts of stains, by attending to these marks we have noticed, it is right ever to keep in mind, that it is never safe to trust to them alone, and for this good reason Kennedy found that the action of the foetal heart varied considerably in frequency, being one minute 92, next rising to 100, and then to 128, and that it ranged between the two extremes, until the mother had recovered from the effects of the bleeding; then her pulse fell to 130, and that of the foetus rose to 135. It now continued between this and 100, the frequency varying-every two or three minutes for half an hour, and at last it ceased altogether. The woman was delivered in the evening1 of a child, which had all the appearances of having recently died.
Case 3. A woman was admitted into the Dublin Lying-in Hospital, with uterine haemorrhage. The placenta was found to be separated from the posterior part of the cervix uteri. She had felt the motion of the child a few minutes before the examination. The placental sound was heard at the left side, stretching into the iliac region, about 100 in the minute; the foetal pulsations in the neighbourhood of the umbilicus?they were feeble, and 108 in number.
The haemorrhage continuing, the mother's pulse rose to 110 ; that of the foetus fell to 88.
These cases clearly shew the decided influence, which disorders of the mother's system exercise upon the foetal circulation in respect of its frequency and strength.
The extent over which it may be heard is equally subject to differences; in the majority of cases, it is to be met with over a surface of three, or four inches square, in the hypogastric region, and generally it is more clear and distinct on one side, than on the other; sometimes indeed in the course of the linea alba; and sometimes on both sides, as well as there. In advanced pregnancy, its most usual site, is midway between the umbilicus, and one of the anterior spines of the ileum; even in the earlier periods, this is sometimes the spot, where it can be most easily ascertained. We must therefore carefully explore the whole surface of the uterine tumor, before we pronounce the sound to be inaudible. No doubt these differences in the situation of the sound, depend upon the varying-positions of the foetus. Whenever there is a large quantity of liquor amnii, the sound of the heart is less obvious; perhaps this is one of the reasons, that it is so much less distinct in early, than in more advanced pregnancy:?no doubt, also the feebleness of the little organ contributes to the same effect. It is rare that the foetal pulse can be detected before the expiration of the fourth month, and until after quickening has taken place ; the uterus then rises higher, out of the pelvis, the foetus becomes more active, and is situated closer to the abdominal parietes than hitherto. At this period, it is always weak and indistinct, and although heard to-day, may not be audible to-morrow ; even the lapse of a few minutes will cause the disappearance of all sound, and then it will return ; the greatest nicety of ear, as well as patience in renewing the examination, are requisite, in all stethoscopic inquiries, to discover the early foetal pulse. Dr On examining the latter a little more closely, it was found to be the extension of the maternal heart's action, conveyed along the integuments by continuity of surface, and was to be traced distinctly from between the fifth and seventh ribs on the left side, extending on the abdomen, and becoming less distinct in proportion to its distance from the region of the heart, until it was lost altogether just above the umbilicus. existed, the more probable will be the inference, that it is altogether independent of pregnancy; and the farther advanced in life our patient is, the greater will be the chance of the deception. But of these advantages we are quite deprived when the case occurs in a young* girl, who, perhaps, has exposed herself to the chance of impregnation?in whose abdomen no distinct or isolated swelling has ever been perceptible, and in whom the only well-marked symptom has been the absence of the menstrual flow. An example from our author's experience will illustrate the subject better than any category of our remarks. Here then is an instance of the solemn interpretation of the law of this land, by a judge upon the bench; of the law which, to use the forcible language of our author, condemns to death a child in the fifteenth week of its existence, while a child in the sixteenth (this being the usual period of quickening) is saved from such an unjust and unmerited fate! ! The thing" indeed is monstrous; and tenfold more monstrous now, than at the time of enactment; for then it was the common belief that foetal life did not commence until quickening ; but no such apology can be alleged for legislators of the nineteenth century; and yet not ten years back, the following enactment was guided, in the distinction of its clauses, by an utter falsehood. The 43rd section of the 9th Geo. IV. c. 31, provides?
[Jan. 1 Baron Pennefather presided. A woman was tried at Carlow, on the 19th of March, 1830, before the Chief Justice of the King's Bench, for the murder of her husband, and found guilty : she pleaded pregnancy in stay of immediate execution, and a jury of matrons was impanneled to try the truth of her plea. The result of the deliberations of these matrons! (some of whom were unmarried, and not one of whom had ever attended a case of labour)
was, that " they could give no opinion on the subject?some of them considering that the culprit was, others that she was not with child." Fortunately alike for justice and humanity, Drs. Porter and Byrne were directed to examine the woman. She stated that she had quickened ; this they did not believe?but they admitted that there were sufficient grounds to justify the suspicion of pregnancy, advanced probably to If or 2 months. Knowing, however, the extreme uncertainty of any data, they declined to swear on the subject, and suggested to the Judge, that the prisoner should get the benefit of their doubt. In this, he humanely concurred with the physicians, and granted a respite for a time. This woman was delivered of a male child on the 10th Sept. and died on the 22d of October following in jail.
The preceding case, among others, is a memorable instance of the beautifully lenient and enlightened spirit of English law. On a subject involving life and death, surrounded with difficulties and enveloped in uncertainty, the arbitration rests with a jury of twelve women?women, too, taken sometimes from the lowest dregs of society, such as frequent the purlieus of a court of law, and are akin to the witnesses " with the straw in their shoe," ready to say any thing?ready to swear to any thing! Let us hope that this blot of ignorance and of inhumanity may soon be wiped from our criminal pode, and that the same virtuous and distinguished zeal which prompted three of our medical brethren, at a late assizes in Norwich, to step forward to proclaim the ignorant falsehood of the jury, and the iniquity of the verdict, may animate the breast of every member of our profession. A woman is condemned, at Norwich, to death on the 3d of March?she pleads pregnancy in arrest of the execution: 12 matrons are directed to try whether she is pregnant with a " quick" child. After an hour's deliberation, they decide that she is not " quick with child," and the prisoner is, therefore, ordered for execution. Messrs. Scott, Crosse, and Johnson, eminent surgeons of the place, here nobly interfered; they examined the woman, and found her not only pregnant, but actually quick with child. Baron Bolland, the presiding judge, immediately reprieved her until after the delivery. On the 11th of July, she was delivered of a large healthy female child. Before leaving the interesting subject of the propriety, or not, of ever involving the life of an innocent being in the guilt of its mother, we are tempted to lay before our readers the following extract from the notes appended to the present work, by an eminent barrister, Mr 
